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Besvarelse vedr. 

� Nedgravning af døde mink fra smittede og mistænkte besætninger 
 

Bestilling 

� DK-Vet anmodes om en vurdering af smitterisikoen forbundet med nedgravning  af mink fra COVID-19 

smittede og mistænkte besætninger. Herunder: 

- En vurdering af risikoen for spredning af covid-19 fra mink fra mistænkte og smittede 

besætninger til mennesker og dyr, der færdes oven på de færdigetablerede grave. Både i det 

scenarie hvor der kalkes, og i det scenarie, hvor der ikke kalkes.  

- En vurdering af tidsfaktor for virusoverlevelse i de nedgravede mink. 

 

 

Svar 

� For the sake of consistency, it is recommended to use the same system to bury all culled mink, whether 

they are from farms with known SARS-CoV-2 infection or not. No doubt, there are some farms where the 

infection has not yet been detected but is present. 

 

Once the mink are killed, the risk of spread of the infection from them is low unless there is direct 

contact with the dead animals, since there is little opportunity for the production of airborne virus. 

 

As indicated, the transport vehicles and any tools used should be cleaned and disinfected after use. 

 

In the burial sites, it is strongly recommended to use treatments that will inactivate the virus (i.e. use of 

calcium hydroxide (kalk) to give high pH).  It is known that coronaviruses are readily inactivated at pH 

>12 (Darnell et al, 2004). 

 

The survival of the virus in the environment, without chemical treatment, under cool conditions (as in 

winter) can be prolonged (as described in a previous reply (Risikovurdering vedrørende overlevelse af 
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Side 2 af 2 

SARS-CoV-2 i kalket husdyrgødning fra minkbesætninger, der er testet positive for SARS-CoV-2, FVST 

journal number 2020-14-81-01761). It has been shown that transmissible gastroenteritis virus (TGEV) 

(another coronavirus) is not fully inactivated within 8 weeks at 5°C in slurry (see attached Table from 

Bøtner, 1990). 

 

Using the burial  methodology using calcium hydroxide (kalk) as planned for use with foot-and-mouth 

disease virus,  avian influenza virus and African swine fever virus is recommended ( see Desinfektion af 

kadavere ved nedgravning). This indicates that after 6 months the material is safe. 

This methodology ensures good separation of people and animals from the buried mink and should be 

safe. 
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From Bøtner (1990) 

 

 
 

 


